SHIVA

cent, interest. But the Indian prefers
the moneylender; for whereas the
Government interests must be paid
on a fixed day, the moneylender,
who is one of themselves, one they
live with and know, can be bribed
or cajoled into putting off the dreaded
moment of demand, like a reasonable
West End tailor. These official enter-
prises seem to them a little vague and
impersonal. The mercies the Govern-
ment are ready to mete out, such as
the cancellation of debt in famine
seasons, or the suspension of payment
until next harvest, are unappreciated.
Often these merciful occasions are
made the opportunity of the money-
lender, who steps in and advances the
money so that the Indian should be free
of his obligations to the Government,
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